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INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 
Many people do not know that the Division is Code 

Enforcement and that it is divided between two units, 

Animal Control and Public Response.  While both units 

handle a multitude of different Clark County violations, 

often times those violations go hand in hand.   

On October 4, 2020, Animal Control received a         

complaint of hundreds of roosters being bred for    

cockfighting.  Upon arrival, our officer was greeted by 

four dogs in the front yard and could see five chickens 

running along the side yard.  Checking on the welfare 

of the roosters, our Animal Control officer was able to 

directly observe that the roosters had their wattles, combs and spurs cut out. After    

speaking with the owner who stated that all of the roosters were for show, it was          

discovered that he also rented the back area of the property to five other  tenants and 

there were many other animals living there.  Because of the zoning violation, it was        

immediately recognized that Public Response needed to be contacted.  While on scene, 

both the Animal Control Officer and the Code Enforcement Officer met with the  owner 

who granted permission for them to do a complete inspection of the property.  Contact 

was made with multiple tenants and it was discovered that over 200 roosters, 25 goats, six 

sheep, three cows, and two horses were being raised there.  Our  Animal Control Officer 

was able to check the health and welfare of all of the animals while our Code Enforcement 

Officer was able to advise of the code violations pertaining to the type of operation being 

conducted; including quantities allowed, unpermitted coop         

structures, unpermitted electrical wires, and the trash and debris on 

the property.  The  owner was advised that he had one week to bring 

all violations into compliance.   

The property owner understood his need to comply quickly, as upon 

reinspection it was observed that the majority 

of the rooster pens and structures had been 

removed and that 200 roosters, 21 goats, six 

sheep and one cow had been  removed.  The 

property is now in compliance.    

                                     Awesome  Job!!!! 

Combs are flaps of skin on the top of the roosters’ head, wattles are 

the flaps of skin below their beaks and spurs are the sharp talons 

on the back of their legs.  It is said that cutting combs and wattles 

is a common cockfighting handler trick. 
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N O T  J U S T  A B O U T  C A T S  &  D O G S  

It is a misconception that Animal Control Officers are all about cats and dogs.  While it is true, the majority of      

household pets are cats and dogs, our Officers are trained to safely service all live, sick, injured and stray animals.   

Animal Control Lieutenant 

Zavala safely contained a 

bobcat that was tangled in 

a baseball net. 

Baby fox found injured was 

safely removed from a kid 

friendly neighborhood. 

Abandoned Turtle 

safely rescued 

and adopted. 
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F A L L E N  P U P  

 A N I M A L  C O N T R O L  

In early December, Animal Control Dispatch received a call of a small dog that had fallen from a window, one 

story down from ground level.  Upon arrival our Officer was able to immediately locate the stray Cocker  

Spaniel that was trapped, with no way of getting free.  Our Officer was able to make contact with the person  

reporting who stated that the only way to get access to the dog was to remove the windows in the           

basement or to lower a ladder.  Not having a ladder or access to the basement windows, and 

thinking fast, our officer fashioned a basket with ropes and her gurney and lowered the     

basket to the animal.  Luckily, the officer was able to successfully coax the pup into the     

basket and was able to pull her to safety.   Trixie only suffered minor injuries from her fall and 

because of the dog’s name tag  listing a phone number, Animal Control was able to make 

contact with the owner and Trixie was returned home. 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  

It is never easy to say goodbye to those who have made such a wonderful impact  

in our lives.  Angela did just that on a daily basis,  always a joy to work with and 

could always be counted on.  Angela, an Animal Control Dispatcher since 2008 is 

leaving some very large shoes to fill.  Not only is Angela extremely knowledge 

able with our Clark County Codes, she is wonderful to our community members 

and always a pleasure to work with.  Please join us in wishing Angela well as she 

embarks on her new career as a 911 Dispatcher.  We will miss her smiling face!  

Congratulations, Angela! 
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H E A L T H  A N D  W E L F A R E  

On August 25, 2020, a Clark County Animal Control officer arrived to investigate a dog tethered to a tree near an apartment 

complex leasing office.  The dog observed was well underweight, scoring a two according to the Purina Body Condition        

System.  When the officer approached the brown Pit Bull, she also noticed a patch of hair loss on the right side of her tail and 

some redness on her abdomen.  A neighbor then came over and advised that the dog had tags but did not want the dog      

returned to the owner.  The tags had NEEDS MEDICATION engraved along with the name Stormii.  The neighbor further       

advised that she had given Stormii two bowls of water but that she had seen the dog vomiting and having bloody diarrhea.  A 

microchip was found and the officer was able to locate the information of the owner who lived at the  apartment complex.  

Stormii was immediately brought to VCA Animal Hospital for a cruelty exam and for possible heat exhaustion.  Later that day, 

the officer was able to make contact with the dog owner who stated that the dog had defecated in the unit and that he had 

left the door open to air it out and the dog had run off and he was unable to find her.  The officer asked him to identify himself 

for our investigation and the identity matched the owner.  It was explained that Stormii was found tethered to a tree and was 

relocated to an animal hospital for possible heat exhaustion and that she appeared to be  extremely underweight.  While     

talking with the owner, it was observed that a second dog lived at the property who was even more emaciated than Stormi.  

When asked about the second dog, the owner stated that the dogs name was 

Blue.  It was requested that Blue be taken to a Veterinarian as soon as possible, 

the owner stated that due to finances he was unable to do so.  The officer    

advised that if he were to sign a control card, an impound card, to allow Clark 

County Animal Control to take Blue for a medical exam, we would do so, the 

owner agreed.  While at VCA Animal hospital, it was noted that Blue was too 

weak to walk. Both dogs were kept at VCA Animal   hospital for continued    

observation and treatment.  Within six days both Stormii and Blue were doing 

much better, gaining weight and were set to be released to CCAC in three more 

days.  Upon return to the owner’s home on September 2, 2020, the owner was 

advised that both     

animals were being 

impounded due to   

cruelty and he was   

provided a cruelty    

notice.  This case was 

transferred to Metro’s 

Animal Cruelty Unit and 

charges are pending.   
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K I T  K A T ?  N O  K I T  F O X  

A Kit Fox is a desert fox, one of the smallest of it’s species.  You can typically recognize a kit fox by its very large ears and its black tipped 

tail.  Animal Control received three  calls for service in less than two months regarding foxes.  In early October, our dispatch office was 

notified that a man had been bitten by a fox resulting in two large lacerations to his right leg.  While out in his yard, loading water into a 

box on top of his gazebo, the fox came up from under the gazebo, bit him and ran off.  About an hour later, the same man was out at his 

tool shed and when he stomped his feet to clean his shoes, what is believed to be the same fox came from underneath the shed and 

charged at him but did not bite.  The man, startled by this second occurrence, 

ran and jumped on top of his jacuzzi. When he tried to get down, the fox   

attacked again. The man ultimately had to euthanize the fox.  Animal Control 

sent the specimen to the Nevada Department of Agriculture Animal Disease 

Lab for rabies testing and notified the Nevada Department of Wildlife.  The fox 

came back with a positive rabies test and when Animal Control called the 

victim to advise of 

the positive rabies 

results, the man 

advised that he had 

found   another dead 

fox behind his property off a hiking trail.  Animal Control picked up this specimen 

as well and sent it for rabies testing, luckily the results were negative.  The man             

immediately began treatment and did not experience any signs or symptoms. 

Just a few weeks later, Animal Control received a third call for service and was 

told that a man had a fox contained under a plastic container in his backyard.  

The fox was said to be 

showing neurological 

symptoms.  A video of the 

fox showed it was prone on its side and unable to get up.  There was no known 

exposure to the fox and we were able to safely transmit it for euthanasia.  The 

specimen was sent  for rabies testing and had a negative result.  Animal Control 

canvassed the surrounding neighborhoods, distributed warning fliers about rabies 

and foxes, and educated the residents. 

 

Fun Facts 

• Kit foxes primarily eat rodents 

and other small animals,     

including black-tailed hares, 

desert cottontails, mice,      

kangaroo rats, squirrels, birds 

and lizards.   

• Kit foxes do not need to drink 

water since their prey provides 

enough liquid for them to    

survive. 

• A fox’s strain of rabies has 

rarely if ever been transmitted 

to a human in this country.  

Luckily, post-exposure       

treatment is 100% effective if 

promptly administered.  

D I S T R I B U T I O N  A N D  H A B I T A T  

The northernmost part of its range is the arid  

interior of   Oregon. Its eastern limit is        

southwestern Colorado. It can be found south 

through Nevada, Utah, southeastern         

California, Arizona, New Mexico, 

and into western Texas 

A Desert Kit 

Fox is about 30 

inches from 

nose to tip. 

Kit Foxes are 

typically active 

at night and stay 

in dens during 

the heat of the 

day. 
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P A N D E M I C  I M P A C T  

Like the rest of the Country, Clark County Animal Control had to make many changes in 2020.  These changes and 
adjustments were necessary to keep the unit healthy and safe.  Changes were made to ensure we would be able to 
continue to provide necessary services for County residents.  Preemptive adjustments needed to be made to      
ensure the unit was prepared to  function under the worst-case scenarios.  After nine months, it appears the       
logistical adjustments made by the division have worked.  The unit is still providing efficient response to the      
community’s needs and overall, the unit has stayed healthy and intact.   

In order to function during the Covid-19 pandemic, Animal Control had to reduce it’s in person response to           
non-emergency calls.  When appropriate, phone calls and mailers were utilized in place of officer response.  This 
allowed officers to concentrate their efforts on emergency calls, such as animal bites, cruelty cases, and aggressive 
or dangerous animals.  The unit took into consideration how simply having officers enter resident’s homes would 
affect the officer’s and public’s safety.  The new challenge of limiting in person contact forced animal control to 
become more efficient and streamlined.  It created efficient procedures that will be in place after the threat of 
Covid-19 has passed.   

As a public safety unit, Clark County Animal Control was unable to isolate ourselves from Covid-19.  Animal Control 
officers, dispatchers, and office staff are relied upon by first responders to assist them in completing their             
duties.  The public requires our assistance when dealing with dangerous animals or when reporting a person who is 
cruelly mistreating an animal.  Under the guidance of County leadership and the CDC, the unit followed                 
recommendations on the use of PPE and social distancing.  The unit adjusted and adapted to the daily changing 
circumstances and policy changes.  Working in the public safety sector during the Covid-19 pandemic has been a 
challenge, but the Animal Control unit met it head–on to meet the needs of our community.  As a division             
supervisor, I work to ensure that our Covid-19 policies are enough 
to keep the public and our unit safe.  I am comforted by looking 
back on the past nine months and seeing how strong our unit has 
been.  There is no doubt that Clark County Animal Control is  
comprised of dedicated public servants.   

        
     ~Lieutenant Victor Zavala  

 

Lieutenant Zavala has 12 years experience in Animal Control and 
has been a Supervisor with Clark County Animal Control for six 
years. 
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A N I M A L  A B U S E  =  A R R E S T  

E M P L O Y E E  O F  T H E  Q U A R T E R  
Congratulations to Animal Control Officer, Jackie Razo for being named the Employee of the Quarter.  Since graduating from high school, 

Jackie has dedicated her career to working with animals.  Jackie joined Clark County after working at the Animal Foundation for six years 

and believes the best part of her job with Clark County is getting to work with a wide variety of animals.  Jackie enjoys spending her spare 

time by water coloring, hiking, journaling and if shopping is a hobby, she would like to add it to the list.  One other thing that she enjoys is 

cooking, however she does not enjoy eating what she has cooked unless she gets the seal of  approval 

from her husband and family.  Her favorite foods are her mother’s 

chiles rellenos, her mother in-law’s enchiladas and hot  Cheetos.  

Traditionally, we ask who are three people, dead or alive that you 

would like to have dinner with.  Jackie replied that she needed to pick 

four people and that they are both of her grandmothers because she 

misses their stories and company, Frida Kahlo, because she admires 

her strengths of overlooking  society’s standards of beauty and lastly 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg because of all that she did for women’s       

interests, civil rights and liberties.  A new questions that we have 

added is if you could live inside one TV show for 30 days, what would it 

be and why?  Jackie was 

quick to answer that it 

would have to be Golden 

Girls as she would love to 

joke and banter with the 

girls. Thank you Jackie for all 

that you do!    

Clark County Animal Control is no stranger to animal abuse and this case was no different, in 

fact, it was one of the most difficult encountered.  On October 29, 2020, Dispatch received a 

call reporting animal abuse.  Animal Control was provided a video that was taken by an eight 

year old girl who watched as her father’s friend abused their family dog, a small white   

schnauzer named Camilla.  The video showed Camilla being hit, thrown and excessive use of a 

shock training collar.  Responding immediately, our officer was met outside by the person 

reporting, PR, the older step sister of the eight year old girl.  The PR   explained that there were 

actually two videos, the second video showed the man grabbing, throwing and slamming the 

dog on the stairs as he attempted to put the shock collar on her.  Additionally, the PR  who did 

not live at the residence, was concerned for the well being of her younger step sister, as she 

was afraid that the man may turn his aggression onto her for  recording the abuse.  LVMPD 

was contacted immediately.  The two METRO officers   

entered the unit to do a welfare check and found three 

children in the home, no adults and Camilla in a small space under the stairs.  Camilla appeared 

submissive and would flinch at movements towards her, keeping her ears down and shaking.  No 

obvious bruises or injuries were observed and she seemed to walk normally.  The PR provided the 

Officer with her father’s phone number, which was sent to  supervision for contact and review.  

After a failed attempt to make  contact with the father, a CCAC  Supervisor and Metro Detectives 

arrived back at the scene where they were able to question the subject.  During this time,      

someone within the residence let the dog out of the back window and she was running around 

loose.  The subject was placed under arrest and Camilla was impounded.  Amazingly, Camilla did 

not sustain any major injuries and has been safely adopted by the older sister, who lived in a   

separate residence.  To date, felony cruelty charges are pending and the man is not allowed to be 

around any animals.   
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2020 ANIMAL CONTROL STATISTICS  
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2020 PUBLIC RESPONSE STATISTICS  
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S h o r t  T e r m  R e n ta l s   

Although much has changed during 2020, one thing that has stayed consistent and ever evolving is the issue of illegal 

short term rental properties.  STR’s have been a hot topic over that past few years and with Covid-19 and recent criminal 

activity occurring at these properties it still remains front and center.   

2018-2020 

S.T.R.E.E.T issued close to $2.5 million in liens and Administrative Citations  

for Violations of CCC 30.44.010(b)(7)(c) 

It remains the focus of S.T.R.E.E.T to stay on top of the methods used for advertisement.  Airbnb and VRBO dominate the 

STR community, have continued to expand their operation, and have made millions of dollars, clearly putting their          

interests above government regulations.  As a government agency, with a dedicated special unit, Clark County is            

continuously working on regulating these industries and protecting the quality of life in our neighborhoods.   

Proving Short Term Rental violations can be difficult at times, thus search warrants have become a necessary tool to   

getting around some of the obstacles we face.  Typically, when a search warrant is granted, it is because the property is 

reported to have numerous reported stays.  Search warrants are also extremely helpful, as we can use that information 

to lien the property or issue Administrative Citations to the owner.  

One warrant granted at a condominium complex on Desert Inn resulted in overnight rental stays of over 1,000 nights.  

Fines for a 1,000 nights would be over $1,000,000.  Once the property owner realized that they could be facing such a 

substantial fine they began working to bring the property into compliance.  This is ultimately the goal of  S.T.R.E.E.T, 

gaining compliance, not issuing fines.  The fines are just a powerful method to create incentive.   

CCC 30.44.010(b)(7)(c) 

Transient commercial use of residential development for remuneration is 

prohibited in all residential zoning districts, or in any miscellaneous zoning 

district of this Title, except as otherwise permitted. 
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S . T. R . E . E . T  =  S h o r t  T e r m  R e n ta l  S u c c e s s  

Overcoming many of the hurdles that property owners put in our way,  Short Term Rental Education & Enforcement 

Team, (STREET )was still able to have great success this year.  Take a look at some of the highlights over 

the past year. 

STR Case Opened:  11/21/2019 

Rehabilitation Notice:  12/26/2019 

Property posted for sale: 1/31/2020 

Property sold/closed: 2/28/2020 

STR Case Opened: 1/18/2019 

Rehabilitation  Notice:  4/27/2019 

Property Liened:  $6,350 

Property posted for sale:  5/29/2020 

Property sold/closed:  9/28/2020 

STR Case Opened:  10/02/2019 

Rehabilitation  Notice:  10/09/2019 

Property Liened:  $9,000 

Property posted for sale:  5/27/2020 

Property sold/closed:  8/26/2020 
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L e n d i n g  a  h a n d   

When Clark County Business license reached out to Code Enforcement for a helping hand, we 

were eager to assist.  With the ever-increasing restrictions and the Governor's request for local 

governments to step up enforcement, there was no doubt that coming together for the           

betterment of the community was necessary.  In mid-November it was determined that Clark 

County was to meet a 322 business  inspections per day quota.  This collaborative effort ensured 

the community that Clark County was doing their part to confirm that businesses were complying 

with established public health directives.  

When Code Enforcement Officers visit a business that is in violation of the public health directives,  a 

Notice of Violation is issued on behalf of Business License, when revisited and a second violation is 

observed, Business License is notified and their department will follow up to issue a fine. 

Routinely, Code Enforcement Officers visit the Fashion Show Mall,  a locals and tourist  attraction mall 

with high occupancy.  During our routine inspections, our officers work with the mall management 

and security teams, as well as OSHA.  Not only can Business License agents impose fines, but OSHA 

can impose very hefty fines as well.  This working relationship is a powerful presence for the shop  

owners and management.  Shops were also provided with a hard copy of the Governor's orders as 

well as a “Masks are Required” sign to put in the shop 

window.  Although at times, Code officers were met 

with some resistance, overall most shops were thankful 

for the enforcement as in turn they were able to keep 

their stores and mall open.   

Other inspection locations were large commercial shopping centers, such as  Downtown    

Summerlin and Town Square.  One specific Starbucks inspection where a woman was not 

wearing her mask, resulted in a warning to the store manager and notifying the Business    

License Department of an expired license. 
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S o m e  t h i n g s  w i l l  n e v e r  ch a n g e  

Although some people may argue that graffiti is art, this does not change the fact that it is illegal and has many         

negative effects.  One of the most harmful effects is when it causes another person to feel that they live in an unsafe or 

threatening community.  Because of these negative effects, the Clark County Graffiti Abatement team continues to be  

the most proactive division in the unit.  Due to these unprecedented times and schools being closed, this has caused an 

even more destructive effect on our neighborhoods.  Everyday our graffiti painters respond to complaints called in to 

our Graffiti Hotline, the Fixit Clark County app or via PublicResponseInfo@clarkcountynv.gov and will also patrol their 

assigned areas to ensure any graffiti is promptly removed.  It is believed that the faster the graffiti is  removed, our goal 

of within 24-48 hours, the less likely it is for the taggers to come back and do it again.  This is important because any 

graffiti tends to encourage more graffiti. It has been a trying year for our graffiti team, however, they stand strong and 

will continue to work hard removing the blight in our beautiful communities.   

NRS 206.330 

Placing graffiti on or otherwise defacing property: Fines and penalties; restitution; parent or guardian responsible for fines and penalties if person violating section is under age of 

18 years; suspension of driver’s license. 

      1.  Unless a greater criminal penalty is provided by a specific statute, a person who places graffiti on or otherwise defaces the public or private property, real or personal, of 

another, without the permission of the owner: 

      (a) Where the value of the loss is less than $250, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

      (b) Where the value of the loss is $250 or more but less than $5,000, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

      (c) Where the value of the loss is $5,000 or more or where the damage results in the impairment of public communication, transportation or police and fire protection, is 

guilty of a category E felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. If the court grants probation to such a person, the court shall require as a condition of probation 

that the person serve at least 10 days in the county jail. 
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R e d  ta g  p o s t i n g  

E m p l oy e e  o f  t h e  Q u a r t e r  

Dilapidated buildings are not only a blight to the community but they can also be extremely dangerous.  When the officer 

conducted his initial inspection at this property, it was clear that it needed to be Red Tagged, deeming the structure unsafe.  

With no time to waste, a Notice of Violation was sent to the property owner.  Without any effort from the property owner 

to make contact with our office, the property was inspected for a second time, resulting in a Final Notice of Violation being 

sent.  Lastingly, following proper policies and procedures, a third and final    

inspection was made, ultimately resulting in a  Notice of Abatement being sent 

and a search warrant was prepared.  On  August 27, 2020 the search warrant 

was served and an asbestos survey was ordered.  Just a few 

weeks later, on September 17, 2020 a seizure   warrant was 

served, with an approved asbestos survey, the demolition 

abatement began.  The property was completely              

demolished and a $7,300 lien was recorded.  The                 

surrounding community is extremely grateful for the     

       removal of this eye sore. 

   

   

Hip Hip Hooray for Shea Tamez for being named the Clark County Code          

Enforcement unit Employee of the Quarter.  Shea came to Clark County with a 

wealth of knowledge from her experience working with Douglas County Juvenile 

Probation and the North Omaha Gang Unit.  Wanting to continue with her     

education and experience, Shea recently received her Masters Degree in     

Human Services Administration.  When asked what the best part about her job 

is, she was clear to say that she enjoys the daily challenge of balancing tasks 

for both the Code Enforcement Unit, as well as, Animal Control and getting to be 

involved in our evolving Division.  Shea also added that she gets to work with some amazing people and 

likes that she continues to learn new things about Clark County everyday.  When Shea has free time from 

work and her studies, she loves to spend time with her husband and family, writing and recording music, 

photography and exploring Las Vegas. It’s dinner time and Shea gets to invite any three people.  Those 

that she chose are Martina McBride,      

because she has always been an inspiration, her idol.  Princess Diana,  

because she admired her for her humanitarian efforts and the legacy of 

compassion, kindness and generosity that she left behind.  Lastly, Maya 

Angelou because, she was a fighter, leaving a legacy that inspires people 

all over the world.  When asked if she had to live in a TV show for 30 days, 

what show would it be, Shea stated, Gilligan’s Island because she thinks 

being stranded on a deserted island would be a refreshing 30 days.  Thank 

you to Shea for all of your hard work! 
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P U B L I C  R E S P O N S E  

1  Proper ty  = $26 ,590  Tot al  Liens  

Together with METRO’s Southeast Area Command, the Public Response office was able to remove a continual neighborhood    

nuisance.  Upon inspection, a single family residence was found unsecured with 75% fire damage.  To make matters worse, a 

group of vagrants were squatting inside.  METRO SEAC had been called to the property multiple times for illegal activity of drug use 

and stealing.  While conducting the inspection, it was learned that the property had been abandoned six to eight months prior and 

the neighbors were growing more and more concerned.  Once the squatters were removed, the house was secured and a Notice of 

Abatement and the Notice and Order from the building department was issued.  This same problem continued to recur, as the 

squatters would come back, break in the house and remove all notices from the property.  With no time to waste, a search warrant 

was prepared and executed.  While waiting for the necessary asbestos report to return, METRO kept a close eye on the property, 

arresting two people.  This property was completely demolished on October 5, 2020 and was liened in the amount of $26,590.00. 

Ongoing  

Violations 

Dangerous 

Structure 

Imminent 

Danger 

Trash 

& Debris 

Zoning 

Weeds 
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C O D E  E N F O R C E M E N T  &  A N I M A L  C O N T R O L  

 
 

 

 

Animal Control & Public Response had to celebrate  

a bit differently this year,  

but nonetheless,  

we still shared some holiday cheer.   

We had a lot of fun,  

so check out our games and 

some who won! 

Email: JennRobinson@clarkcountynv.gov 

If you want to see! 
 

We also played 

2 Truths & a Lie 

Name that Baby 

Whose Pet am I? 


